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Brethren, family and friends,

First degree on May 31, 7:00 p.m.
Stated Meeting is June 7, Hall meeting 5-6, dinner 6-7, meeting at 
7:00. Summer dress (long pants/button up or polo shirt), except I 
reserve the right to wear a tie because I like to, and you may as well 
if you are so inclined.

I attended the Master’s and Warden’s retreat two weeks ago at Incline 
Village at the Nevada end of the Lake Tahoe. It was beautiful. It was 
educational. I was invited to a private party in a suite rented for the 
purpose. It was fun. Masons act with a certain decorum, even when 
the bar is free. It was expensive; I’m kicking around some fund raising 
ideas so maybe I don’t have to pay for Annual Communication also.

I brought back some swag for those that come to stated. Don’t get too 
excited, but I was thinking of you.

The Royal Arch degrees will be held again this year after long hiatus 
during the pandemic. It will be held on a private ranch in Comptche 
June 23-25. The event starts Friday evening with a fish fry, then 
Saturday morning there is a group breakfast and the degrees get started 
right away. Lunch and a barbeque dinner are provided, and breakfast 
and lunch on Sunday.

This is a camp-out kind of thing. People bring RV’s, trailers, tents, or 
even just sleep in the car. I’ll be in the adventure van, and will bring 
a giant telescope to share the night sky with.

The ranch the event is held at has a large outdoor lodge set up. It has 
amphitheater seating scaling up a steep hillside looking down upon 
a lodge room stage with an actual River Jordan running through. 
There is a large professional cook shack, and ample seating for our 
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large group. This is a special kind of Masonic event we get to enjoy 
here in Northern California, and I encourage you all to consider 
attending. I put a button up for the flyer at our website at https://
clearlakemasoniccenter.org

Most of us wear a Masonic ring. I don’t think we do it for the benefit 
of other people. I think maybe twice someone has recognized me as 
a brother, or the other way around, because of our rings. That’s pretty 
rare. I like to wear the ring because men don’t have too many excuses 
to wear jewelry. My ring isn’t exactly flashy though. It’s one of the 
inexpensive indestructible tungsten carbide type they sell on eBay, so 
maybe it’s not so much about the fun of wearing jewelry. Although 
that is a thing.

The ring is almost more of a badge of a mason than the apron. I find 
the ring is a constant reminder of our core Masonic values. We do 
have a lot of them. I wonder how many they add up to?. Brotherly love, 
relief, truth. Faith, hope, charity. Temperance, fortitude, prudence and 
justice. Wisdom, strength and beauty. That’s 13. I’m sure I’m missing 
others. The first degree is prominent in my mind right now as we are 
preparing for that degree. Can you think of others? Drop me a note 
at mastermasonmichael@gmail.com

Some things we espouse to are not directly attributes of the right living 
of a spiritually mature human, but point to it through allegory. For 
example images like the level, the plumb, and the square, or the setting 
maul, the coffin, and the acacia, and even the square and compass are 
not of themselves attributes we should emulate, but point to particular 
behaviors that only those that know the allegorical meaning of these 
symbols can understand.

Well in any case, this making a good man better thing kinda gets to 
the crux of what wearing the ring is all about. Maybe. It does remind 
me of my vows. It does remind me to conduct myself so as to bring 
honor to our fraternity. When people wonder about how equanimical 
and fair we are in our business and personal affairs, others will tell 
them “oh, didn’t you know? He’s a Mason”. People know us by how we 
conduct ourselves. The ring is our brand recognition.



But we don’t practice all this good behavior and living stuff just to be 
cool, right? That would be like being a poser of a good man. Besides, 
we’re all human and addicted to what our poorly trained learned 
responses to the environment tells us things mean, things that it’s 
usually wrong about. So there’s a pretty significantly short limit to just 
how far we can change our behavior to become this vaulted “better 
man” Mason thing all on our own. We can’t fake being cool.

Maybe we can. Maybe acting cool is a trick to obtaining actual 
coolness. No one would be able to tell the difference. By “cool” I mean 
unmoving. A thing happens and you just sit back relaxed, humorously 
observing the ego as it jumps from meaning and reaction in a knee 
jerk way and you’re not buying it, and you just sit there observing. 
Chill.  Cool.

That seems nigh impossible for the most part. I do pay attention to 
the movement of energy of emotion and it seems like most of the 
time I react based on an assumed meaning of what I’m observing and 
then I identify with the resultant emotional response: “this is how “I” 
feel”,  instead of remembering to stand in the center as the observer. 
And I don’t mean only in terms of large emotions, but tiny constant 
misunderstandings of what I see and interpret it to mean.

There is hope for us though. My understanding is that the difference 
between the enlightened Self aware state and normal awareness like 
we’re doing right now is merely in attachment, in other words instead 
of identifying with the learned responses to things like we do now, 
we identify with the sense of Awareness itself. However even after 
enlightenment, the ego’s poorly trained responses to stimuli, and the 
resultant movements to energy labeled as emotion, continues. The 
difference is there is no longer attachment to them; we no longer 
believe those responses and beliefs to be “us”. As time goes on spent 
in the enlightened state, the learned responses begin to fall away 
through disuse, but initially the enlightened person looks just like 
the unenlightened. They just don’t buy into the dream like responses 
anymore, even though they still happen on autopilot like they always 
have.



Look within your center right now, this moment, for that aspect of 
you that is forever unchanging and ever present. It is right now this 
very moment the most impressive attention filling thing going on in 
your awareness and it is so attractive you are completely addicted to 
it. You are this thing at your core, but like the dog “Dug” in the movie 
“Up!” who’s entire attention is instantly distracted by a squirrel, our 
entire attention is continually distracted by the changeable and we 
completely ignore the perennial.

Well anyway, I wear my ring with pride. I am proud to be a Mason. I 
was a Mason before I knew what Masonry was. There are many other 
good men, and their ladies, that need to know what Freemasonry is 
about. They need to know there are real secrets in the world that hold 
the solution to human’s very survival on this planet. The world needs 
to hear our message of civility. The world’s population needs to be 
exposed to the great moral and spiritual precepts that lead one to the 
enlightened state of awareness.

We can not pretend a civil world. We can not cry from the East for 
civility to spread throughout the realm and expect anything to happen. 
But those who Awaken are instantly made civil humans. Never again 
does an awakened person behave in a manner so as to bring pain on 
his world because any pain we spread around us is pain we are making 
on ourselves, for we are that which we observe.

We make Masons to make them think about why and how to be a 
better man. We make Masons so they consider their mortality and 
the moral compass by which they live. In this way we lead them to a 
realization of who they really are, and as the awakening of the human 
species expands, civility will become our natural order on the planet. 
We will live in harmony with the Great Architect’s Grand Design.

We must make more Masons. The goal is civility. The path is 
Awakening. Our members need to come from all the good men you 
know.

Michael McKeown
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Raymond Carman PM 06/15/23
Craig Campbell   06/19/23
Ted Lewis   06/25/23
Aaron Weinberg  06/25/23
Roland Eckhardt Jr.  06/26/23
Ronald Elliott   06/28/23

Micheal Murphy  6/14
Jan Russell   6/15

Eat More Cake!!
Brought to you by 

the Cake Lobby and the Ad Council



The Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences in Freemasonry: Illuminating 
the Path to Knowledge

Freemasonry places great emphasis on knowledge and self-
improvement. Central to its teachings are the Seven Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, a set of disciplines that symbolize the pursuit of 
intellectual growth and enlightenment. Let’s explore the significance 
and meaning behind these seven arts and sciences within the realm 
of Freemasonry.

The first of the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences is Grammar, 
representing the foundational study of language and communication. 
By mastering grammar, Freemasons seek to express their thoughts 
with clarity and precision. This discipline enables effective interaction 
and fosters understanding among individuals, emphasizing 
the importance of effective expression and comprehension in 
Freemasonic teachings.

Rhetoric, the second art, delves deeper into the realm of 
communication. It focuses on the art of persuasive speaking, 
enabling Freemasons to convey their ideas and principles with 
conviction. Rhetoric hones the ability to engage others in meaningful 
dialogue, fostering the art of persuasion in both Freemasonic rituals 
and everyday interactions. It encourages members to articulate their 
beliefs cogently and persuasively while remaining respectful and 
considerate.

Logic, the third discipline, guides Freemasons in the pursuit of 
reasoning and critical thinking. This art enables members to 
analyze information, recognize fallacies, and arrive at well-founded 
conclusions. By honing their logical faculties, Freemasons strive to 
apply sound judgment and maintain intellectual integrity in their 
pursuit of truth. Logic helps them unravel complex problems, 
encouraging a thoughtful and analytical approach to Freemasonry’s 
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teachings and the challenges encountered in daily life.

Arithmetic, the fourth science, symbolizes the study of numbers 
and their relationships. In Freemasonry, this discipline represents 
order and harmony, teaching members to recognize patterns and 
make accurate calculations. Beyond its mathematical significance, 
arithmetic serves as a metaphor for balance and proportion in all 
aspects of life. It reminds Freemasons of the importance of precision, 
fairness, and equilibrium in their conduct and interactions with 
others.

Geometry, the fifth science, holds a special place within Freemasonry. 
Its symbolism extends beyond its mathematical principles, 
representing the interconnectedness of all things. Freemasons study 
geometry to understand the fundamental structure of the universe 
and their place within it. This discipline promotes introspection, 
encouraging members to contemplate their personal growth and 
spiritual development. Geometry reminds Freemasons of the eternal 
nature of the soul and the interconnectedness of humanity.

Music, the sixth art, speaks to the emotions and serves as a universal 
language. In Freemasonry, music symbolizes the harmony and 
rhythm that permeate the universe. This art form inspires members 



to appreciate beauty, cultivate their aesthetic sensibilities, and foster 
unity through shared experiences. Music enriches Freemasonic 
rituals and ceremonies, creating a transformative atmosphere that 
elevates the soul and nurtures a sense of collective purpose and 
spirituality.

The seventh science, Astronomy, represents the study of celestial 
bodies and their significance in Freemasonry. It reminds members 
of the vastness of the universe and the interconnectedness of all 
creation. Astronomy encourages Freemasons to contemplate their 
place within the cosmos, fostering a sense of humility, wonder, and 
reverence. By studying the stars and their movements, members gain 
insight into the cyclical nature of life and the perpetual pursuit of 
enlightenment.

The Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences lie at the heart of Freemasonry, 
guiding members on a journey of intellectual enlightenment and 
personal growth. Each discipline carries profound symbolism, 
teaching Freemasons essential skills such as effective communication, 
critical thinking, balance, and self-reflection.

Master   Michael McKeown, PM     (707) 337-9410  
  mastermasonmichael@gmail.com

Sr. Warden Bryce Brin  
  Brycebrin@gmail.com

Jr. Warden Robert Hipkiss, Jr., PM  (707) 995-9568   
  hiphouse12895@gmail.com

Treasurer Brandt N. Peterson, PM  707-489-6734   
  brandtpeterson707@gmail.com

Secretary Donald N. Auradou  707-433-2836   
  dauradou@hotmail.com

Inspector David Jones, PM  (707) 994-9315   
  justdave9@gmail.com

Lodge Officers



    

Assisted Living  
and Memory Care, 
Elevated

Welcome home! The Masonic Home at Union City is pleased to announce the grand 
opening of its new Pavilion, where those who need memory care and assistance with day-to-day 
living can enjoy comfortable living quarters in a beautiful, community-minded atmosphere.

Our person-centered philosophy of care offers residents the opportunity to live their best life safely, 
with a helping hand when needed. From a rousing card game, an event in our communal living 
spaces, or just relaxing in their beautiful new apartments, residents find that the Pavilion offers a 
haven for their body, mind, and soul.  

RCFE #011440129 SNF #020000063  COA #151

Call to schedule a tour today:  
(888) 466-3642

34400 Mission Blvd. in Union City, CA Masonichome.org
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